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1242 at Monte-Croce in the neighbourhood of Florence
he joined the Dominican Order at the Convent of S. Maria
Novella at Florence in 1267, became Master of Arts at
the Convent of St. Catherine at Pisa in 1272, lived through
the period of that painful exodus of the Latins from Syria
in 1291, reappeared on the scene at Florence in 1301,
and in the same year travelled to the Curia to present the
Pope with a work entitled Conjutatio AlcoranL < He died
on 31 October 1320 after having lived in the East for a
considerable period. The nature of his activities is
revealed by a general survey of his various works. First,
he composed an Itinerarium1 as a guide to pilgrims and
crusaders. Second, he wrote a Confutatio Ahoranif a
Libellus contra nationes orientales, and a Libellus contra
errores Judaeorum8 as bases of theological discussion with
Schismatics, Jews and Muhammadans with a view to the
conversion of the whole world to Catholicism by force of
argument and of reason. Third, he issued a series of
letters known as Epstolae ad ecclesiam triumphantemf
which are, strictly speaking, not letters but reflections
written in the East (data in Oriente). The author lived in
1 Laurent, Quatuor peregr. Medii aevi (Leipzig, 1873), 101-41; French
trans, in 1351 by Lelong mentioned by Qu^tif and fichard (Script, ordin.
praedicat^), I, 504^; by Fineschi (Memorie istoricke degli uomtnl illustri di S.
Maria Novella di Firenze, Florence, 1790), 311; and edited by Louis de
Backer, in UExtreme-Orient au Moyen Age (Paris, 1877), 256-334; see also
Tobler, Bibliogr. geogr. Palestinae, 30-1; cf. Rohricht, Lettres, 259, note 7.
2 First ed. Seville 1500; trans, and reprinted in various languages, cf.
Tobler, 315 Fineschi, 324; Que"tif and fichard, I.e.
3 The two Libelll appear to be still in MS. at S. Maria Novella; cf. Fine-
schi, 311 and 324, and Rohricht, Lc. note 9.
4 Vatican MS. 5717, includes the Epistolae among the following works:
(i)      Albertus Aquensis, Hist. Hierosotym., ff. i ro-198 vo.
(ii)     Guill. Tripolitanus, fo. 210 vo-2i8 vo.
(iii)    Jacob. Vitriacensis, Hist. Hierosotym., lib I, iF. 219 ro-249 ro-
(iv)    Ricoldus, Epistolae, S. 249 vo-267 ro.
(v)     Ricoldus, Contra legem Sarracenorum, ff. 268 ro~300 ro.
(vi)    Marco Polo, ff. 301 ro-376 vo.
(vii)   Epistola presb. Johannis ad Fridericum, II, f. 377 ro et vo.
(viii)  Eugenius, Decretum de Reductione Armenorum, ff. 378 ro~382 ro.
(ix)    Poggius, De varietate fortunae, ff. 382 ro-397 vo.
(z)     Ludolphus de Suchen, ff. 401 ro-443 vo.
Cf.     Rohricht, I.e., note n; Epistolae, op. cit., 264-96.